Level 2 and 3 attainment by young people aged 19 in 2018 by unknown
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About this publication 
These National Statistics provide the latest information at both national and local authority level on the attainment of 
19 year olds from 2004 to 2018 for all learners, and from 2005 to 2018 for state-funded learners. The figures are 
based on the Department for Educations’ matched administrative dataset consisting of data from the Individualised 
Learner Record (ILR), key stage 4 and 5 awarding body results and the School Census. 
Young people “aged 19 in 2018” refers to learners who were aged 19 as at 31st August 2018. 
 
This publication is split into two cohorts: a national cohort which covers all schools, and a state-funded cohort. 
 
National cohort 
The overall national cohort includes young people attending state funded maintained schools, alternative providers, 
independent schools, and Pupil Referal Units (PRUs). The most recent data covering 19 year olds as at the end of the 
2017/18 academic year (i.e. 31 August 2018) captures all learners who were academic age 14 at the start of 2013/14 
i.e. were aged 14 as at 31 August 2013. 
 
State-funded cohort 
The state funded cohort includes young people attending state-funded maintained schools, alternative providers, and 
PRUs. A small number of pupils attending non-maintained special schools are also included in this cohort. The most 
recent data covering 19 year olds as at the end of the 2017/18 academic year (i.e. 31 August 2018) captures learners 
who were academic age 15 at the start of 2014/15 i.e. were aged 15 as at 31 August 2014. For the state-funded 
cohort, characteristics data is based on learners’ profiles at academic age 15.  
 
Charts 
For ease of reference, charts are coloured purple when based on the national cohort, and coloured blue when based 
on the state-funded cohort.  
 
Levels of attainment 
This release is based on various qualifications which make up Level 2 and Level 3 attainment.  
 
Level 2 is acquired through various routes including academic, National Information System Vocational Qualifications 
(NISVQ) and Work Based Learning (WBL), and includes GCSE grades 4-9 (or A*-C), CSE grade 1 and intermediate 
apprenticeships, as well as Level 2 awards, certificates and diplomas.  
 
Level 2 in English and maths attainment to Level 2 in English and maths.  
 
Level 3 is acquired through various routes including academic, NISVQ and WBL and includes NVQ passes at Level 3, 
International Baccalaureates and Advanced Apprenticeships, as well as AS levels and A/A2 levels.  
 
Tech levels are rigorous level 3 technical qualifications on a par with A Levels and recognised by employers. They 
are for learners aged 16 and over that want to specialise in a specific industry or prepare for a particular job. 
 
Technical certificate qualifications are rigorous intermediate (level 2) technical qualifications recognised by 
employers. They are for students aged 16 and over that wish to specialise in a specific industry or prepare for a 
particular job. A more comprehensive list of qualification types is included in the technical document under the 
‘Qualification Types’ header.  
 
Time series comparison 
Analysis over time is permittable, however caution should be taken due to the following educational reforms; 
 
At Level 2 reforms have resulted in a reduction in the types of vocational qualifications counted as level 2 in the 
school performance tables from 2013/14 onwards. 
 
At Level 3 AS levels and A levels were ‘decoupled’ as part of reforms which started in the 2015/16 academic year. 
This has resulted in AS results no longer counting towards an A-level (and AS levels becoming standalone 
qualifications), leading to a reduction in AS level entries and in the number of people achieving Level 3 through AS 
levels at age 17.  
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Figure 1: Percentage of 19 year olds qualified to Level 3 by qualification type, 2004 - 2018 
Based on pupils in English schools at academic age 14 
 
Level 2 (SFR Table 1) 
The proportion of 19 year olds qualified to Level 2 decreased from 85.4% in 2017 to 84.0% in 2018. This is 
the third consecutive annual fall in a series that had otherwise been rising each year since 2004. (Table 1). 
Table 2: Percentage of 19 year olds qualified to Level 2 by age of achievement, 2004 to 2018 
Based on pupils in English schools at academic age 14 
Age and year of cohort   
Attainment of Level 2 by age 
16 17 18 19 
19 in 2004 (16 in 2001, 17 in 2002, 18 in 2003) 49.5 55.7 61.9 66.1 
… … … … … 
19 in 2010 (16 in 2007, 17 in 2008, 18 in 2009) 58.9 68.2 76.8 80.8 
19 in 2011 (16 in 2008, 17 in 2009, 18 in 2010) 61.0 70.6 79.5 83.3 
19 in 2012 (16 in 2009, 17 in 2010, 18 in 2011) 64.0 73.7 82.0 85.1 
19 in 2013 (16 in 2010, 17 in 2011, 18 in 2012) 67.2 76.0 83.4 86.1 
19 in 2014 (16 in 2011, 17 in 2012, 18 in 2013) 69.3 77.3 84.3 87.0 
19 in 2015 (16 in 2012, 17 in 2013, 18 in 2014) 69.5 77.5 84.8 87.5 
19 in 2016 (16 in 2013, 17 in 2014, 18 in 2015) 67.6 76.2 84.0 86.9 
19 in 2017 (16 in 2014, 17 in 2015, 18 in 2016) 65.0 73.9 82.2 85.4 
19 in 2018 (16 in 2015, 17 in 2016, 18 in 2017) 63.5 72.2 80.7 84.0 
  
     DfE, Matched Administrative Data 
 
The decrease in Level 2 attainment at age 19 between 2017 and 2018 of 1.4 ppts was driven by an 
identical fall in Level 2 attainment for this cohorts at age 16. In turn, this fall is likely to be attributable, at 
least in part, to a reduction in the types of vocational qualifications counted as level 2 in the school 
performance tables from 2013/14 onwards5. 
 
5 Revised GCSE and equivalent results in England, 2013-2014 
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Table 3: Percentage of 19 year olds qualified to Level 3 by pupil characteristics, 2005 to 2018 
Based on pupils in state-funded schools in England at academic age 15 
Characteristics (as 
recorded at 
academic age 15) 
2005 … 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 
                      
Male 37.9 … 45.5 48.8 51.1 52.0 52.7 52.9 52.3 52.7 52.1 
Female 47.3 … 56.3 58.6 59.4 60.7 61.5 62.3 62.2 62.7 62.5 
Attainment gap 9.5 … 10.8 9.8 8.3 8.8 8.9 9.3 9.9 10.0 10.4 
                        
Non-disadvantaged - … 57.7 60.4 61.9 62.9 63.6 64.3 64.2 64.9 64.5 
Disadvantaged - … 29.3 31.9 33.9 35.5 36.4 37.7 38.1 38.0 37.8 
Attainment gap -   28.3 28.5 28.0 27.4 27.2 26.6 26.1 26.8 26.7 
                        
Not eligible for FSM 46.4 … 53.9 56.7 58.3 59.5 60.5 61.0 60.8 61.2 60.7 
Eligible for FSM 19.9 … 29.7 32.0 34.1 35.3 35.7 36.4 36.3 36.0 35.0 
Attainment gap 26.5   24.2 24.7 24.2 24.3 24.8 24.6 24.6 25.3 25.7 
                        
No identified SEN - … 58.4 62.1 64.3 65.7 66.2 65.8 64.9 64.8 63.1 
All SEN pupils - … 19.4 22.9 26.0 27.9 28.2 28.7 28.0 28.2 26.6 
Attainment gap -   39.0 39.2 38.3 37.7 38.0 37.1 36.9 36.6 36.5 
                        
25% least deprived 60.9 … 66.9 68.9 70.2 70.5 71.3 71.1 70.5 71.0 70.5 
25% most deprived 25.2 … 35.5 39.5 41.7 43.7 45.0 46.2 46.2 46.9 46.6 
Attainment gap 35.7   31.5 29.5 28.5 26.8 26.3 24.9 24.3 24.1 23.9 
 
Figure 3: Level 3 (percentage point) attainment gaps at age 19 for special education needs (SEN)/non SEN, 
the least and most deprived (IDACI) areas and free school meal entitlement (FSM)/non FSM, 2005 to 2018 
Based on pupils in state-funded schools in England at academic age 15 
 
 
Chinese students have the highest Level 3 attainment, with 84.1% achieving Level 3 by the age of 19 in 
2018 (Figure 4). This is 26.9 ppts higher than the national average which was 57.2% in 2018. The Asian, 
black and mixed ethnicity summary groups are all above the national average in attainment of Level 3, with 
69.1%, 64.2%, and 59.8% respectively. The white summary group has the lowest Level 3 attainment at age 
19 of the ethnicity summary groups at 55.0%. This group has seen a fall in attainment in 2018 compared to 
2017 of 0.5 ppts. The Chinese group are the only ethnicity summary group to have had a rise in attainment 
of Level 3 compared to last year (+1.9 ppts).  
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Figure 4: Percentage of 19 year olds qualified to Level 3 by ethnicity summary group, 2016 to 2018 
Based on pupils in state-funded schools in England at academic age 15 
 
 
 Source: DfE, Matched Administrative Data  
Tech levels and tech certificates 
Tech levels are Level 3 qualifications for post-16 students wishing to specialise in a specific occupation or 
occupational group. Tech certificates are similar Level 2 qualifications which cover jobs and careers where 
employers recruit at this level or where a level 2 qualification is needed before the student can progress to 
Level 38.  
In 2018, 12.9% of young people had achieved a tech level by the age of 19, which is 0.7 ppts lower than in 
2017; 10.1% had achieved a tech certificate by the age of 19, compared to 10.2% in 2017. Between 2014 
and 2017, there were overall increases in the proportion of young people attaining tech level and tech 
certificate qualifications by the age of 19. A larger proportion of young people had achieved tech levels than 
tech certificates by the age of 19 in 2018.  
Figure 5: Percentage of 19 year olds achieving tech level and tech certificate qualifications by age of 
attainment, 2014 to 2018 
Based on pupils in state-funded schools in England at academic age 15 
 
 
  
 
8 The lists of qualifications approved under the tech level and applied general categories, for teaching from September 2014 and 
reporting in the 2018 performance tables, are available here. 
Tech levels Tech certificates 
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English and maths at Level 2 (GCSE9 and other Level 2 qualifications)  
English and maths (Table 13) 
In 2018, 70.7% of 19 year olds had achieved Level 2 in English and maths (through gaining GCSEs in 
those subjects at grades A*-C/9-410 or equivalent qualifications in those subjects), a 0.7 ppt decrease from 
2017 (Figure 6). The proportion of those achieving Level 2 in English and maths at age 19 by GCSE alone 
remained stable compared to 2017 at 68.1%. The progression rate - that is the proportion of young people 
who did not achieve Level 2 in English and maths at age 16 but had achieved this by age 19 - increased 
from 25.9% in 2017 to 27.2% in 2018. 
Looking at the progression rate in Level 2 English and maths (i.e. those young people who had not 
achieved Level 2 in English and maths at 16 but had at 19) by GCSE qualifications alone, there was a 
bigger increase, from 17.6% in 2017 to 20.9% in 2018. The shift towards attainment of GCSE English and 
maths as opposed to other Level 2 qualifications relates to changes in English and maths funding policy. In 
2014/15 changes in policy for young people in full time study between ages 16 and 19 who had not yet 
achieved Level 2 English and/or maths resulted in those young people having to study an English and/or 
maths qualification as part of their study programme. From 2015/16, it became a further condition that 
those who had achieved grade D/3 or lower in English and/or maths were expected to retake the subject(s).  
Figure 6: Percentage of 19 years old with Level 2 in English and maths by age of attainment, and progression 
in Level 2 English and maths between ages 16 and 19, 2013 to 2018 
Based on pupils in state-funded schools in England at academic age 15 
 
* Progression rate line on the charts shows the proportion of young people not attaining level 2 in English and maths at 16 who go 
on to do so by age 19 
 
 
 
 
 
10 In the 2016/17 academic year the Government introduced reformed GCSEs with a revised numeric grading scale. 
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English (Table 13) 
In 2018, 79.5% of young people had achieved Level 2 in English (through gaining a GCSE in English at 
grades A*-C/9-4 or an equivalent qualification in English) by age 19, down 0.9 ppts from 2017. The 
progression rate of those reaching Level 2 English (i.e. those young people who had not achieved Level 2 
in English at 16 but had at 19) by GCSE only increased from 21.2% in 2017 to 24.7% in 2018. However, 
the progression rate for Level 2 English by GCSE or equivalent qualifications fell from 33.0% in 2017 to 
32.4% in 2018 (Figure 7). 
 
Figure 7: Percentage of 19 year olds with Level 2 English by age of attainment, and progression in Level 2 
English between ages 16 and 19, 2013 to 2018 
Based on pupils in state-funded schools in England at academic age 15 
 
*Progression rate line on the charts shows the proportion of young people not attaining level 2 in English at 16 who go on to do so 
by age 19 
Maths (Table 13) 
In 2018, 75.6% of young people achieved a Level 2 in maths (through gaining a GCSE in maths at grades 
A*-C/9-4 or an equivalent qualification in maths) by age 19, a fall of 0.2 ppts compared to 2017. The 
proportion gaining Level 2 maths via GCSE alone by age 19 was 73.5% in 2018, a fall of 0.1 ppts from 
2017 (Figure 8). There was a 2.1 ppt increase in the progression rate for Level 2 maths (i.e. those young 
people who had not achieved Level 2 in maths at 16 but had at 19) by GCSE or equivalent qualifications 
and a 3.4 ppt increase in the progression rate for Level 2 maths by GCSE alone.  
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Figure 8: Percentage of 19 year olds with Level 2 maths by age of attainment, and progression in Level 2 
maths between ages 16 and 19, 2013 to 2018 
Based on pupils in state-funded schools in England at academic age 15 
 
 
*Progression rate line on the charts shows the proportion of young people not attaining level 2 in maths at 16 who go on to do so by 
age 19 
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English and maths attainment at Level 2 by pupil characteristics (Tables 13a to 13g and underlying data) 
Based on pupils in state-funded schools in England at academic age 15 
 
 
The gender gap is more 
pronounced in English than 
maths at age 19 
• In English, 84.5% of females attained Level 2 by age 19 
compared to 74.7% of males. The resulting attainment gap of 
9.9 ppts has closed by 0.1 ppts compared to 2017. 
• In maths, the difference between genders remains relatively 
small with 76.4% of females achieving Level 2 in the subject, 
compared to 74.9% of males. This leaves a gap of 1.6 ppts in 
maths in 2018, a slight decrease of 0.1 ppts compared to 2017. 
73.7% of females and 67.8% of males had achieved Level 2 in 
both English and maths by age 19 in 2018, with the attainment 
gap remaining the same at 5.8 ppts between 2017 and 2018. 
The gap between young people 
with SEN11 and their non-SEN 
peers fell by 0.1 ppts 
• In 2018, 33.8% of young people who were identified to have 
SEN (special educational needs) at age 15 attained Level 2 in 
English and maths by age 19, compared to 77.9% of non-SEN 
learners. The gap of 44.1 ppts represents a narrowing of 0.1 
ppts compared with last year. 
Attainment of Level 2 English 
and maths fell for both the FSM 
group and the non-FSM 
group, with the gap between the 
two cohorts increasing 
• In English, 82.6% of those not eligible for FSM attained Level 2 
by age 19 compared to 60.1% of those not eligible for FSM. The 
resulting attainment gap of 22.5 ppts has widened by 1.1 ppts 
compared to 2017. 
• In maths, 79.1% of those not eligible for FSM attained Level 2 
by age 19, compared to 53.9% of those eligible for FSM. The 
resulting attainment gap of 25.2 ppts has widened by 0.6 ppts 
compared to 2017.  
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Figure 9: Percentage of 19 year olds qualified to Level 2 in English and maths by FSM eligibility, 2005 to 2018 
Based on pupils in state-funded schools in England at academic age 15 
 
 
Level 2 attainment by age 19 (Tables 6-8) 
Based on pupils in state-funded schools in England at academic age 15 
 
(summary continues on to next page) 
The proportion of young people 
in the state sector attaining 
Level 2 by age 19 decreased 
• Level 2 attainment by age 19 fell by 1.4 ppts from 83.6% in 
2017 to 82.2% in 2018 – the third consecutive annual 
decrease. 
The Level 2 attainment gap 
widened according to gender, 
disadvantage status, FSM 
status, SEN status and IDACI 
status  
• In 2018, 78.7% of males achieved Level 2 by age 19 
compared to 85.8% of females. The gender gap of 7.2 ppts 
represents a widening of 0.8 ppts compared with 2017. 
• 66.8% of disadvantaged pupils (as at age 15) achieved Level 
2 by age 19 in 2018, compared to 88.0% of non-
disadvantaged pupils. The gap of 21.2 ppts represents a 
widening of 1.5 ppts compared with 2017. 
• 63.3% of pupils eligible for free school meals (as at age 15) 
achieved Level 2 by age 19 in 2018, compared to 85.2% of 
those not eligible for FSM. The gap of 21.9 ppts represents a 
widening of 1.8 ppts compared with 2017. 
• 54.5% of those with a SEN (as at age 15) achieved Level 2 by 
the age of 19, compared to 87.6% of those who did not have a 
SEN. The gap of 33.0% in 2018 represents a widening of 3.8 
ppts compared with the previous year 
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Source: DfE, Matched Administrative Data  
 
Figure 10: Level 2 (percentage point) attainment gaps at age 19 by special education needs (SEN)/non SEN, 
the least and most deprived (IDACI) areas and free school meal (FSM)/non FSM entitlement, 2005 to 2018 
Based on pupils in state-funded schools in England at academic age 15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• 73.4% of those who lived in the 25% most deprived areas 
according to the Income Deprivation Affecting Children Index 
(IDACI) achieved Level 2 by the age of 19, compared to 
90.8% of those who lived in the 25% least deprived areas. The 
gap of 17.4 ppts in 2018 represents a widening of 1.3 ppts 
compared with the previous year. 
The Chinese summary group 
had the highest proportion of 19 
year olds qualified to Level 2. 
Attainment decreased across 
all ethnic summary groups 
apart from for the Chinese 
group. 
• 93.8% of young Chinese people had attained Level 2 by age 
19 in 2018 compared to 86.3% of the Asian summary group, 
84.3% of the black summary group, 82.2% of the mixed 
summary group and 81.5% of the white summary group. 
Attainment of Level 2 by age 19 in 2018 has fallen across all 
summary ethnicity groups, apart from for the Chinese group 
which saw a 0.5 ppt increase. 
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Accompanying tables 
The following tables are available in Excel format on the Statistics: 16 to 19 attainment section of GOV.UK. 
National tables 
1 Percentage of young people qualified to Level 2 or higher, and Level 3, by age and cohort. 
2 Percentage of 19 year olds qualified to Level 2 or higher, by qualification type and cohort. 
3 Percentage of 19 year olds qualified to Level 3, by qualification type and cohort. 
4 Percentage of 19 year olds qualified to Level 2 or higher, by institution type and cohort. 
5 Percentage of 19 year olds qualified to Level 3, by institution type and cohort. 
State sector tables 
6 Attainment of Level 2, Level 2 with English and maths, and Level 3, by age and cohort. 
7 Percentage of young people qualified to Level 2 or higher by age 19, by characteristics and cohort. 
8 Percentage of young people qualified to Level 2 or higher with English and maths by age 19, by 
characteristics and cohort. 
9 Percentage of young people qualified to Level 3 by age 19, by characteristics and cohort. 
10 Percentage of young people qualified to Level 2 or higher, and Level 2 or higher with English and 
maths, by characteristics and age, for the 19 in 2018 cohort. 
11 Percentage of young people qualified to Level 3, by characteristics and age, for the 19 in 2018 cohort. 
12a Percentage of young people qualified to Level 2 or higher by age 19, by ethnicity and free school meals 
(FSM) eligibility, for the 19 in 2018 cohort. 
12b Percentage of young people qualified to Level 2 or higher with English and maths by age 19, by ethnicity 
and FSM eligibility, for the 19 in 2018 cohort. 
12c Percentage of young people qualified to Level 3 by age 19, by ethnicity and FSM eligibility, for the 19 
in 2018 cohort. 
13 Attainment at ages 16 and 19 in English and maths at Level 2, GCSE and other level 2 qualifications 
13a Attainment at age 16 and 19 in English and maths at Level 2, GCSE and other level 2 qualifications, 
by gender, for the 19 in 2018 cohort 
13b Attainment at age 16 and 19 in English and maths at Level 2, GCSE and other level 2 qualifications, 
by eligibility for free school meals (FSM) at 15, for the 19 in 2018 cohort 
13c Attainment at age 16 and 19 in English and maths at Level 2, GCSE and other level 2 qualifications, 
by special educational needs (SEN) status at 15, for the 19 in 2018 cohort 
13d Attainment at age 16 and 19 in English and maths at Level 2, GCSE and other level 2 qualifications, 
by IDACI (Income Deprivation Affecting Children Index), for the 19 in 2018 cohort 
13e Attainment at age 16 and 19 in English at Level 2, GCSE and other level 2 qualifications, by ethnicity, 
for the 19 in 2018 cohort 
13f  Attainment at age 16 and 19 in maths at Level 2, GCSE and other level 2 qualifications, by ethnicity, 
for the 19 in 2018 cohort 
13g Attainment at age 16 and 19 in English and maths at Level 2, GCSE and other level 2 qualifications, 
by ethnicity, for the 19 in 2018 cohort 
14a Progression in English and maths at Level 2 between 16 and 19, GCSE and other level 2 qualifications, 
19 in 2018 cohort 
14b Progression in English and maths between 16 and 19, GCSE and below, 19 in 2018 cohort 
14c Attainment at age 16 and 19 in English and maths at Level 2, GCSE and other level 2 qualifications, 
by main level 2 qualification type attained, 19 in 2018 cohort 
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14d Attainment at age 16 and 19 in English and maths at Level 2, GCSE and other level 2 qualifications, 
by main Level 3 qualification type attained, 19 in 2018 cohort 
15a Percentage attaining Level 3 at 19 by qualification type and FSM eligibility. 
15b Percentage attaining Level 3 at 19 by qualification type and IDACI quartile (Income Deprivation 
Affecting Children Index). 
Local Authority tables, state sector at 15 
16 Percentage of 19 year olds qualified to Level 2 or higher, by FSM eligibility and local authority. 
17 Percentage of 19 year olds qualified to Level 2 or higher with English and maths, by FSM eligibility and 
local authority. 
18 Percentage of 19 year olds qualified to Level 3, by FSM eligibility and local authority. 
19 Population by FSM eligibility and local authority. 
20 Percentage of 19 year olds qualified to Level 2 or higher, by SEN status and local authority. 
21 Percentage of 19 year olds qualified to Level 2 or higher with English and maths, by SEN status and 
local authority. 
22 Percentage of 19 year olds qualified to Level 3, by SEN status and local authority. 
23 Population by SEN status and local authority. 
24 Percentage attaining GCSE or other Level 2 qualifications in English and maths at age 19, for those 
who had not achieved this level by age 16, by local authority 
 
 
When reviewing the tables listed on the previous page, please note: 
 
 
 
 
we preserve confidentiality The Code of Practice for Statistics stipulates that the confidentiality of 
individuals must be protected.  
we suppress some figures Percentages based on small cohorts are suppressed and regional totals 
are rounded in some tables. 
Underlying data are similarly suppressed.  
adopt symbols to help identify 
this 
Symbols are used in the tables as follows: 
- not available 
. no known cases  
c publication of that figure would be disclosive 
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